Corrosion testing is a much debated subject, and the significance of test results is often questioned. In order to shed new light on this problem, it was considered appropriate, and above all useful, to collect the views of a certain number of experts, in order to provide for everyone concerned a synthesis of the most recent advances, both scientific and methodological, in different application areas.
The articles corresponding to these contributions are published in specific issues of two French journals dealing with metallurgy and materials : issue No. 5-6, 2001 of "Matériaux et Techniques", the present issue of "Revue de Métallugie-CIT/Science et Génie des Matériaux".
The content of each of these issues is defined so as to achieve a certain degree of internal consistency respecting the general orientation of these journals. The coordinators of the topic "corrosion tests" and the editorial committees of both journals consider that these two sets of papers are complementary parts of the same topic.
The journal "Matériaux et Techniques" contains papers on the application of corrosion tests in different areas (graph. 1), not pretending to be exhaustive. This was not the objective of this collective work. 
